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Welcome!

• Why have a FE Community of Practice?

• Our time together

• Adult learners

• Introductions of facilitators
• MDE, Katy, PACER, UM-Extension

“We learn better when we learn together”
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FE Community of Practice

FE CoP designed to be an informal, unstructured time and space for family 
professionals to meet together virtually to:

• Learn from each other.

• Network and share experiences.

• Share ideas, strategies, resources, etc.

• Provide collegial support and guidance.

• Develop personally/professionally, and advance the practice of family 
engagement.
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FE Community of Practice - Groups

4

https://apps.deed.state.mn.us/assets/lmi/areamap/edr.shtml

MN Economic Development Regions



Ten 
Minnesota 

Commitments 
to Equity

1. Prioritize equity.
2. Start from within.
3. Measure what matters.
4. Go local.
5. Follow the money.
6. Start early.
7. Monitor implementation of standards.
8. Value people.
9. Improve conditions for learning.
10.Give students options.



What matters…

“Families matter for 
virtually every child and 

youth outcome.”
Pekel et al., 2015
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Development in Context
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from 
https://futures.georgetown.edu/chronosystem/



School Challenge:  Meaningful and Sustained Engagement
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2019-20 ECFE Community Needs Assessment

If you provided programming/services (e.g., distance learning, video chat, 
phone calls, etc.) as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, please describe.

1. Prioritizing Relationships

2. Reaching Out

3. Balancing Human Interaction and Digital Technologies

4. Responding to Needs

5. Working toward System Coherence
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Types of Home Learning Activities
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Constrained skills are directly 
teachable and have a ceiling, 
wherein most children can and will 
achieve perfect performance. 

In contrast, unconstrained skills are
limitless and are acquired gradually 
through varied experience rather 
than direct and specific teaching. 

p. 711

McCormick MP, Weissman AK, Weiland C, Hsueh J, Sachs J, Snow C. Time well spent: Home learning activities and gains in children's 
academic skills in the prekindergarten year. Dev Psychol. 2020 Apr;56(4):710-726. doi: 10.1037/dev0000891



Perry Preschool – Life Course Outcomes
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“Improvements in childhood home 
environments and parental attachment 
appear to be an important source of the 
long-term benefits of the program.”



Resources
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http://parented.wikidot.com https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/supst
ucovid19/



Small Group Breakout Discussions

Small Group Structure

1. Divide into “breakout rooms”

2. Link to discussion questions in chat

3. 15 minutes to discuss

4. Come back to larger group to report back-10 minutes

5. Repeat!
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Small Group Breakout Discussions

Discussion 1: What is family engagement? How do you define it? What family 
engagement is not? What is your role? 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5929361/2020-21-Family-Engagement-CoP
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https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5929361/2020-21-Family-Engagement-CoP


Small Group Breakout Discussions

Discussion 2: What are your current challenges in your family engagement 
work? What challenges are families experiencing? As a practitioner, what needs 
do you have? What are some needs of families?
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Small Group Breakout Discussions

Discussion 3: What do you want to get out of this community of practice? (we 
likely will not get to this topic, so we need your help completing the survey).

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5929361/2020-21-Family-Engagement-CoP
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https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5929361/2020-21-Family-Engagement-CoP


Thank you!
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